Paul Wertico is a seven-time Grammy award ard poll win-
ning dnumer/percussionist. In addition to being a former
mebey of the Pat Metheny Group for 18 vears, he sa
anrent member of the Larry Coryvell Trdo, the Jff Berdin
Trio ard the legerdary Eastern BEuropean rock band,
SEB. His own grop, the Paul Watm Tro, moatly
released a new D entitled Amother Side on the NAIM
Iabel. Paul performs drun clinies and nmaster classes
aramnd the world ard he is an the music faculty of both
Nortlmestem University and the Chicago Gollege of Per-
fomming Ats at Roosswvelt Thiversity. Be teaches private -
ly as well. For mxe info, pleass visit his website at
ww W paulwertico.can.

JazzGram: Wat was the first jazz record you booght?

Paul Wertico: T can t ke 100% swre because it was quite a
layg time ago, ard also because I bought such a huge
amnt of records back then it s dif fladt to recall which
ae was actually the first. However, I beliewe it poesidly
might have been an LP entitled RBuddy Rich Swingin New
Big Band. I remenber ane day when my Mom and I were
driving arord in ter car ard a great track from that IP
atitled Tp Tight care on the radio ad it anpletely
blew me away. It made me want to take up the drum set.
Anvway, thet s my best quess,

JG: Wat is the latest jazz record you have erjoved?

P W: Imrmot really hrg up an any particular jazz reoord-
ing at the morent. My students frequently tumme an to
a lct of rew artdsts and O releases, which is gmat, but I
also fird myself of ten reverting badk to listenirg to classic
recordings by Miles, (bltrare, ete. because they re so dis-

tinctive ard tineless ard also because they re a big part of ny
life. If I ed to pidk ae that I ve listered to nest recertly, Tdsay
I ve really been into a late 1960s Max Reach recording now aut
an D entitled Members, Don t Git Weary.

JG: How do yvou keep yvourself busy when vou are not playing
music?

P W: First, ard abeolutely foremost in importance, is time spent
with my family. I try to ke with them as mih as possible when
Imhbhme ard I miss them medly when I m gae. Caming in a
distant secadd are sare little hadbies that T enjov suwch as ©
caue mokEl trains, as well as a lore of milreedirg in gereral. T
also like to read a lot and I spend a great deal of tive cnwy
camputer, doing things such as meintaining my website and, of
course, e-mailing pecople from arord the world ard answering
questions such as these.

JG: Wat is the most gratifving aspect of being a jazz musi-
clan?

P W: To kegin with, I Iave to say that I mally cnsider myself an
all araxd musician first, mather then any particular type of misi-
cian. Gallirg sareae a jazz nusician or a rock musician, ete.,
seems to be a way of categorizing pecple, which in tum limits
other pecple s view of you Id mther thirk tat the tem jazz
ad all tet it rmpesats (freedon of thought, inprovisaticoml
gdll, serias sty of ae s instnrent, cmstantly searching for
rew ways of expressian, etc.) is the way I agproach plaving in
cereral, recardless of the gare. Tn fact, it s pretty mxch the way
I like to agarech life in ggeml.

JG: What would yvou do if you were not a musician?

P W: Oovicusly, since T anwiat I an, T can aily gess, bt T
thirk Id mdebly be in the field of sciere, most likely as a
chemist. I always loved chemdstry as a kid, especially research
chemistry, sire I like to axstantly lock for solutias amd dis-
cover new things.
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